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United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
Australian Civil Society Parallel Report Group

Communiqué - August 2013
Civil Society Delegation to represent Disability Rights Now to the UN
In August 2012, the shadow or parallel report on the CRPD was launched by Disabled Peoples Organisations (DPOs) and disability advocacy and human rights organisations.  This report, Disability Rights Now contains over 130 recommendations and has been endorsed by over 80 organisations.  The report is available at www.disabilityrightsnow.org.au  

Disability Rights Now was sent to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for its 2013 review of Australia’s compliance with the CRPD.  The UN Committee began this review at its 9th Session in April 2013.  At this session the Committee developed a List of Issues for Australia emerging from Australia’s baseline report.  A Parallel Report Group delegation attended the 9th Session in April.  This two person delegation was made up of Therese Sands from People with Disability Australia and Damian Griffis from First Peoples Disability Network Australia.  The information on the 9th Session is available at http://www.disabilityrightsnow.org.au/node/89
Australia will be formally reviewed at the UN Committee’s 10th Session being held from 2-13 September 2013 in Geneva.  The UN Committee will hold a formal dialogue with Australia, which will take place from the 3-4 September.  The UN Committee will also engage with the Australian Civil Society Parallel Report Group Delegation to hear the views of people with disability in Australia.  Following this, the UN Committee will issue its Concluding Observations, which will outline its recommendations for progressing Australia’s compliance with the CRPD.

The Australian Civil Society Parallel Report Group Delegation is made up of six people with disability funded by the Australian Human Rights Commission and the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA).  
The delegation coordinators are Therese Sands, People with Disability Australia and Rosemary Kayess, from the Australian Human Rights Centre and the Australian Centre for Disability Law, both of whom are members of the Disability Rights Now Project Group.  

The other four delegation members were selected through a competitive Expression of Interest (EOI) process, with selections being made in accordance with the EOI selection criteria.  The delegation members selected through the EOI process are:

· Judy Huett, Speak Out Advocacy Tasmania & Our Voice, National Council on Intellectual Disability (NCID)

· Carolyn Frohmader, Women with Disabilities Australia (WWDA)
· Brett Casey, Queenslanders with Disability Network (QDN) & Deaf Services QLD 

· David Heckendorf, People with Disabilities ACT (PWD ACT)
An additional four members of the delegation are being funded through their organisations or other funding sources, and they will provide additional expertise, support and assistance.  These four members are:

· Damian Griffis, First Peoples Disability Network (FPDN)
· Stephen Gianni, Australian Federation of Disability Organisations (AFDO)
· Paul Cain, National Council on Intellectual Disability (NCID)
· Raja Relf, Physical Disability Council Australia (PDA)
The ten delegation members will be ensuring that the issues raised in Disability Rights Now are strongly represented to the UN Committee.  The delegation has also prepared a response to the List of Issues and 11 Factsheets that outline key issues and recommendations to the UN Committee.  These are available on www.disabilityrightsnow.org.au 

Delegation members will be providing daily information during the review process, which will be sent out through our networks, and available on www.disabilityrightsnow.org.au 

Disability Rights Now Project Group can be contacted at responses@disabilityrightsnow.org.au
The Australian Civil Society Parallel Report Group expresses its appreciation to the Australian Human Rights Commission and FaHCSIA for funding the participation of six members of the 10th Session Delegation.  We also greatly appreciate the funding provided by FaHCSIA to assist with preparing of the Delegation’s response to the List of Issues and the factsheets on key issues from Disability Rights Now. 
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