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Model United Nations in Southeast University in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, China

UNSW Law/AHRCentre Student Delegation

7-9 November 2014
The Australian Human Rights Commission (the Commission) and the United Nations Association of China (UNAC) in partnership with the UNSW Faculty of Law and the Australian Human Rights Centre are seeking applications from UNSW law students to participate in a three day Model United Nations in China in November.  Four (4) students will be selected to attend the 2014 China National Model United Nations (CNMUN) to be held at Southeast University in Nanjing, from 7-9 November 2014. Previous AHRCentre student delegations have participated in Model UNs in Chengdu, Harbin, Xiamen, Chongqing, Beijing and Guangdong.

Some key details about the CNMUN appear below:
 
· The CNMUN will be held on –7-9 November 2014 at the Southeast University in Nanjing City. With travel time, participants can expect to be away from 5-11 November 2014.
· South east University in Nanjing is the host of the event and the Model UN will be held on campus. All students will be accommodated on campus.
· The Commission will organise all travel and logistical arrangements and cover the costs of the Australian participants including economy class return airfares, accommodation, meals and incidental expenses. The Chinese host University, Southeast University in Nanjing, will assist students on matters relating to their substantive involvement in the Model UN. The Model UN Secretariat, based at the host University, will be in frequent contact with the students in the lead up to the event to provide them with relevant briefing materials and to assist them in preparing their country position paper and any other research.
Program Outline 

The Program has been developed to give UNSW law students interested in international law and human rights advocacy an opportunity to engage in a simulated meeting of the UN, draft and debate resolutions on selected human rights themes and build links with students and universities in China. 

· This is the 11th annual CNMUN and these events continue to grow in size. This year UNAC anticipates that over 400 Chinese students from around 100 different Universities across the country will attend. Each participating university will send a small team of students who will form a country delegation. 
· The Australian team will also form one country delegation.
· The CNMUN has historically modelled the United Nations Human Rights Council. This year the theme of the Model UN will be the rights of older persons. The Australian Human Rights Commission’s Age Discrimination Commissioner, Susan Ryan, will attend the Model UN with the delegation.  
The Model UN simulates the proceedings of the United Nations Human Rights Council:
· During the CNMUN, delegates will engage in drafting, debate and adoption of resolutions dealing with key human rights themes.
· The human rights theme for the 2014 CNMUN is the rights of older persons in light of negotiations currently taking place at the UN and globally about the potential adoption of an International Convention on the Rights of Older Persons. 
· The Model UN will be conducted entirely in English.
Four students will be selected based on the selection criteria and process outlined below. In the lead up to the Model UN meeting, students will be required to undertake research on the selected themes for debate and prepare short country position papers on the designated topics. Each student’s travel, accommodation and incidental expenses will be covered. 

Eligibility and Selection Criteria

UNSW law students in their final years of study (ie stage 5 of the LL.B degree and stage 3 of the JD degree) and who have completed a course in public international law and/or human rights are eligible to apply. Students who have volunteered or worked in human rights or public interest organisations and who have not previously participated in similar programmes, will be given preference in the selection process.  Indigenous students are strongly encouraged to apply. Students must also be available to undertake the Program during the period 5 - 10 November 2014, and must not have any exams that fall within this period.  

An application will consist of:
1. a brief curriculum vitae

2. reasons for attending the meeting, including an outline of relevant experience and expertise (no more than 2 pages)

A selection committee comprising representatives from the UNSW Faculty of Law and the Australian Human Rights Centre will select 4 students based on the applications received and short face-to-face interviews with short-listed candidates. 
Deadline

Applications must be lodged with Diane Macdonald, Centre Administrator, Australian Human Rights Centre, Faculty of Law, UNSW (diane.macdonald@unsw.edu.au) by Friday, 8th August 2014. Late applications will not be considered. 

Students will be advised of the results of the selection process by Monday, 25th August, 2014.

_1278926992.psd

